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HPBA Submits Comments to EPA on Proposed NSPS
Industry concerned that proposed standards will mean slow clean air progress
Arlington, VA (May 5, 2014) – The Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Association (HPBA) submitted its
comments to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today in response to the Agency’s proposed
New Source Performance Standards (NSPS) for Residential Wood Heaters.
“We are glad to have the opportunity to submit our comments to EPA. The hearth products industry
welcomes EPA's efforts to update standards for our wood burning products. The industry also supports
meaningful emissions reductions to improve air quality. Unfortunately, some of the standards proposed
for the appliances do not meet the government’s duty to set standards based on data that show both a
tangible benefit to consumers and cost-effectiveness,” said Jack Goldman, President & CEO of HPBA.
In the comments, HPBA addresses the flaws with the new set of requirements. The Agency has set a very
low emissions limit that is difficult to meet; made changes to the analytical methodology, which increases
the difficulty in determining whether or not an appliance even complies with the new standard; and
changed the test fuel, where there is no agreed-upon data or method in use. These changes collectively
make the new limits exceedingly difficult to achieve – even in a highly-controlled laboratory
environment.
The current proposal would have the perverse effect of slowing clean air progress. Consumers will choose
to hold on to their older, high-polluting stoves rather than invest a significant amount of money in a much
more costly new appliance that has no guarantee of improving air quality.
“We are hopeful that our thoughtful, fact-based comments will help guide the EPA in setting regulations
that are achievable, cost-effective, and helpful in reaching our common goal of cleaner air for the public,”
says Goldman.
HPBA will continue efforts to work with the EPA, state governments, and members of Congress on the
best ways to reduce wood smoke emissions.
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